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BRPA Meeting Speaker Bios

Ron Cooley - Director of Risk Management – W.W. Grainger, Inc.

Currently the Director of Risk Management at W.W. Grainger, Inc.  Ron has been in the risk management profession for 20 years.  Prior to coming to Grainger, Ron held the position of Manager, Global Risk Management & Insurance with Accenture, the world’s largest consulting organization.  Ron has also held the position of Risk Manager for the Marshall Field’s division of Target Corporation.  

Ron completed his undergraduate work at Illinois State University and holds a masters degree in Management from Benedictine University.  Ron maintains the following professional designations; Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU), Associate in Risk Management (ARM), Associate in Claims (AIC), Accredited Adviser in Insurance (AAI), and Associate in Insurance Services (AIS).  In addition, Ron has served as President of the Chicago Chapter of the Risk and Insurance Management Society, and been a member of the Advisory Board of the Katie School of Insurance at Illinois State University, and the Editorial Advisory Council of Risk Management Magazine.  Ron has also taught risk management as an adjunct faculty member of Roosevelt University.

Dr. Larry Rapagnani - Chief Technology Officer – GramTel USA
 
Dr. Rapagnani has spent the last 42 years in the technology field. The first 23 years were spent as a research computational scientist performing research on high-energy laser in support of laser fusion applications and directed energy weapons. The next 12+ years were devoted to providing strong technical and organizational leadership in shaping progressive and innovative computing environments at the National Supercomputer Centers and two major research universities, specifically the University of Arizona (UA) and University of Notre Dame (ND). At UA and ND, Dr. Rapagnani served in the capacity of CIO. 

As director of a national supercomputer center, he managed a complex environment of multiple CRAY supercomputers with an IBM mainframe mass-storage environment providing services to researchers across the county. At UA and ND, he managed computing environments that utilized thousands of servers and multiple IBM mainframes, providing a complete suite of services to communities of over 50,000 individual users.

Currently, Dr. Rapagnani serves as the CTO of GramTel. The CTO oversees, manages, and sets the strategic direction for GramTel’s technological operations and infrastructure. Presently, Dr. Rapagnani serves on a Disaster Recovery Journal (DRJ) Subcommittee that is devoted to developing a suite of “best practices” for Business Continuity Strategies. 

Dr. Rapagnani holds a BS in Mechanical Engineering from University of Kansas and a MS in Mechanical Engineering from University of Missouri. Additionally, he earned a Doctorate in Applied Sciences from Universite Libre de Bruxelles.

Chris Gladwin - President and CEO – Cleversafe

Chris Gladwin, who has created and managed a series of successful new technology companies, serves as the president and CEO of Cleversafe. As the founding Chairman, President and CEO of MusicNow (initially known as FullAudio), Chris built the company to 100,000 customers before its acquisition by Circuit City. Prior to MusicNow, Chris invented the wireless thin client and then was the founding Chairman, President and CEO of Cruise Technologies, which became the dominant supplier of wireless thin client technology. Chris is an inventor on 40 issued and pending patents related to dispersed storage, wireless remote interface and Internet service technology. 

Chris’s work has been recognized by 32 industry awards for the products, services and companies he has created. Chris holds an Engineering degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.


